
679 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 590.112 

(c) Any producer-packer with an an-
nual egg production from a flock of 
3,000 or fewer hens is exempt from the 
temperature and labeling requirements 
of this section. 

[63 FR 45675, Aug. 27, 1998] 

EXEMPTIONS 

§ 590.100 Specific exemptions. 

The following are exempt to the ex-
tent prescribed as to the provision for 
continuous inspection of processing op-
erations in section 5(a) of the Act: Pro-
vided, That the conditions for exemp-
tion and provisions of these regulations 
are met: 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) Subject to the approval of the Ad-

ministrator as provided in §§ 590.600 
through 590.670, the processing of egg 
products without continuous inspec-
tion at any plant where the facilities, 
sanitation, and operating procedures 
are the same as are required in this 
part for official plants and where the 
eggs received or used in the manufac-
ture of egg products contain no more 
restricted eggs than are allowed by the 
official standards for U.S. Consumer 
Grade B shell eggs, and the egg prod-
ucts processed at such plant; 

(c)–(d) [Reserved] 
(e) The processing and sale of egg 

products by any poultry producer from 
eggs of his own flock’s production when 
sold directly to a household consumer 
exclusively for use by such consumer 
and members of his household and his 
nonpaying guests and employees; 

(f) [Reserved] 
(g) The processing in nonofficial 

plants, including but not limited to 
bakeries, restaurants, and other food 
processors, without continuous inspec-
tion, of certain categories of food prod-
ucts which contain eggs or egg prod-
ucts as an ingredient, and the sale and 
possession of such products: Provided, 
That such products are manufactured 
from inspected egg products processed 
in accordance with this part or from 
eggs containing no more restricted 
eggs than are allowed in the official 

standards for U.S. Consumer Grade B 
shell eggs; 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 20057, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 63 
FR 69971, Dec. 17, 1998] 

§ 590.105 Suspension or termination of 
exemptions. 

(a) The Administrator may imme-
diately suspend or terminate any ex-
emption under § 590.100(b) at any time 
with respect to any person, if the con-
ditions of exemption prescribed by this 
section are not being met. The Admin-
istrator may modify or revoke any reg-
ulation of this part, granting exemp-
tions whenever he determines such ac-
tion appropriate to effectuate the pur-
poses of the Act. 

(b) Failure to comply with the condi-
tion of the exemptions contained in 
§ 590.100 shall subject such person to 
the penalties provided for in the Act 
and in this part. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 20057, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

PERFORMANCE OF SERVICE 

§ 590.110 Licensed inspectors. 
(a) Any person who is a Federal or 

State employee, or the employee of a 
local jurisdiction possessing proper 
qualifications as determined by an ex-
amination for competency and who is 
to perform services pursuant to this 
part, may be licensed by the Secretary 
as an inspector. 

(b) Licenses issued by the Secretary 
are to be countersigned by the Admin-
istrator or by any other designated of-
ficial of the Service. 

(c) No person may be licensed to in-
spect any product in which he is finan-
cially interested. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971; 36 FR 10841, June 4, 
1971. Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 
1977, and further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, 
Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.112 Suspension of license or au-
thority; revocation. 

Pending final action by the Sec-
retary, any person authorized to coun-
tersign a license to perform inspection 
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services may, whenever he deems such 
action necessary to assure that any in-
spection service is properly performed, 
suspend any license to perform inspec-
tion services issued pursuant to this 
part by giving notice of such suspen-
sion to the respective licensee, accom-
panied by a statement of the reasons 
therefor. Within 7 days after the re-
ceipt of the aforesaid notice and state-
ment of reasons by the licensee, he 
may file an appeal in writing, with the 
Secretary, supported by any argument 
or evidence that he may wish to offer 
as to why his license should not be sus-
pended or revoked. After the expiration 
of the aforesaid 7-day period and con-
sideration of such argument and evi-
dence, the Secretary will take such ac-
tion as he deems appropriate with re-
spect to such suspension or revocation. 
When no appeal is filed within the pre-
scribed 7 days, the license is revoked or 
suspended. 

§ 590.114 Surrender of license. 
Upon termination of his services as 

an inspector or whenever his license 
has been suspended or revoked, the li-
censee shall surrender his license and 
other items of identification furnished 
by the Department immediately to the 
inspection service. 

§ 590.116 Activities of inspectors. 
Inspectors at official plants shall 

confine their activities to those duties 
necessary in the rendering of inspec-
tion service and such closely related 
activities as may be approved by the 
Administrator. 

§ 590.118 Identification. 
Inspectors shall have in their posses-

sion at all times while on duty, and 
present upon request, the means of 
identification furnished by the Depart-
ment to such persons. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971; 36 FR 10841, June 4, 
1971. Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 
1977, and further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, 
Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.119 Political activity. 
Inspectors are forbidden during the 

period of their respective appoint-
ments, or licenses, to take an active 
part in political management or in po-
litical campaigns. Political activity in 

city, county, State, or national elec-
tions, whether primary or regular, or 
in behalf of any party or candidate, ex-
cept as authorized by law or regulation 
of the Department, is prohibited. This 
applies to all appointees, including but 
not being limited to temporary and co-
operative employees and employees on 
leave of absence with or without pay. 
Willful violation of this section or 
§ 590.120 will constitute grounds for dis-
missal in the case of appointees and 
revocation of licenses in the case of li-
censees. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 42 
FR 2971, Jan. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.120 Financial interest of inspec-
tors. 

No inspector shall inspect any prod-
uct in which he is financially inter-
ested. 

§ 590.122 Time of inspection. 
The inspector who is to perform the 

inspection in an official plant shall be 
given reasonable advance notice by 
plant management of the hours when 
such inspection will be required. 

[60 FR 49169, Sept. 21, 1995] 

§ 590.124 Schedule of operation of offi-
cial plants. 

Operating schedules for an official 
plant shall be subject to approval of 
the Administrator. The normal oper-
ating schedule shall consist of a con-
tinuous 8-hour period per day (exclud-
ing not to exceed 1 hour for lunch), 5 
consecutive days per week, within the 
administrative workweek, Sunday 
through Saturday, for each full shift 
required. Clock hours of daily oper-
ations need not be specified in a sched-
ule, although as a condition of continu-
ance of approval of a schedule, the 
hours of operation must be reasonably 
uniform from day to day. 

[48 FR 20683, May 9, 1983] 

§ 590.126 Overtime inspection service. 
When operations in an official plant 

require the services of inspection per-
sonnel beyond their regularly assigned 
tour of duty on any day or on a day 
outside the established schedule, such 
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